First Annual Boughs of Holly
Country Club Christmas
While Deborah tries to impress the Boughs of Holly Country Club board with
a new Christmas show, the country club’s president, Jocelyn, tries to impress
Gertrude Webb, the club’s loan officer, to secure a loan to refurbish the club,
as Gertrude keeps approving loans so that she is entered to win a trip to
Hawaii. There’s only one thing missing from this Christmas show - Christmas!
And if it weren’t for Josh, who manages the country club, there’d probably be
no Christmas show. Deborah soon realizes that the only way for the theatre
group to impress the board is to cast several board members in their show and
what follows is a riotous seasonal romp of yuletide fun. Hilarious situations and
oddball characters race in and out as opening night draws near and just when
everything seems to be falling apart, in steps Santa Claus.

Producer’s Notes
This could be considered the first time that RRTC has purposely set out
to produce what we call a “family play”. By bringing so many new people
on board this is an investment for our future.
I can guarantee you that all the new comers, including the numerous
children and new crew have all had a good time and have enjoyed their
first time theatre experience. Now all we ask is they come back again.
With such a large cast including lots of children what a challenge! Kellie,
Jen, Amanda and Judy have handled it all with aplomb. Enjoy the show and keep an
eye out for announcements/audition notices for our spring show in the local media.
Wishing everyone a lovely holiday time.
Helen Weeden

Stage Manager’s Notes
Thank you once again for the opportunity to shout and point and push
everyone around. It’s always a pleasure to stretch my organization
muscles, and it’s my continued pleasure to work with talent both new
and seasoned. I can’t thank my directing team enough for supporting
me through this - Kellie, Jen, you’re a constant inspiration. Helen, Martin
- you’ve been my backbone through this production, moving around

behind the scenes helping out without even having to be asked. Actors, each and every one of
you is a joy to watch on stage, and it’s been my pleasure to watch you develop this play the last
few months. Kids, you’ve been absolutely fantastic and significantly more professional than I ever
would have expected, thank you for keeping everything together. Crew, you’ve been flawless there before I even realized that I needed you. Special thanks to Wendy, who had to deal with
me being both a daughter and a stage manager this production - thanks for putting up with me.
It’s always a pleasure lending my talents to the Rural Root Theatre Productions - looking forward
to the next one!
Mandy Sauve

Director’s Notes
I think everything in life should be like my experience directing this play:
surround yourself with great people, work hard, try new things, don’t be
afraid to be silly and laugh a lot. Working on this production has been
more rewarding that I could have anticipated. I knew that directing my
first show would be a challenge, and I knew that I would have a lot to
learn. What I didn’t expect was the number of people who would support
me and offer to help. I was amazed when people showed up time and
again with a positive attitude and an open mind. Each person listed in this
program deserves their own round of applause for the hard work and talent they have put into
this play, and I am so grateful to everyone who has made this a positive experience
What an incredible group of talented people we have in our community! The kids cast brought a
special energy and laughter to the group, and I am honoured to have been able to spend time
with them. We have a number of new actors in this play who should be congratulated for being
brave enough to step out of their comfort zone and try something new. Combined with talented
Rural Root veterans, they created an energetic, dynamic and highly entertaining group. We have
had a lot of fun with this production. It’s nice to get away from things for a while and just laugh,
and we hope that you will enjoy watching the show as much as we did creating it.
Kellie Shrimpton

Assistant Director’s Notes
I am very proud of Rural Root Theatre’s first production with young actors
and getting to know them every week has been a pleasure. Their talent
and energy is inspiring and hopefully, this has been a life changing
experience for them as well. I would like to thank the entire cast and
crew for their commitment and enthusiasm. I am so happy to have had
the opportunity to work with Kellie and Mandy again. Kellie, you did an
amazing job for your directorial debut and I am grateful for being on your
team. I know that this production will get everyone in the Christmas spirit! Enjoy the show!
Jennifer Boucher

The Cast
Josh

Bruce Buie

Mikey Barnhouse

Greg Geisler

Karen Thimbleton

Alicia Puritt

Deborah Mancini

Nicole d’Entremont

Carla Connors

Wendy Knapp-Sauvé

Jocelyn McAdams

Pam Stowers

Mimi Porter

Stephanie Fulcher

Eileen Walley

Barb O’Dell

Austin Hindershot

Ric O’Dell

Maxine

Jennifer Boucher

Biff

Thomas Gagnon

Gertrude Webb

Elizabeth Callahan

Peggy

Rebecca Wieler

Mother

Kathleen Saunders

Lionel Barb

Ivo Mokros

Performers

Alex Strathern
Jacob Gagnon
Justin d’Entremont
Noah d’Entremont
Rebecca Wieler
Mathieu Gagnon
Mia Wieler
Sydney Fulcher
Morgan Fulcher
Heidi Schwartz
Rachel
O’Shaughnessy-Leek

Back row, left to right: Wendy Sauve, Elizabeth Callahan, Ivo Mokros, Kathleen
Saunders, Jennifer Boucher.
Front row: Rebecca Wieler

Left to right: Greg Geisler, Alicia Puritt, Thomas Gagnon, Nicole d’Entremont,
Bruce Buie.

Left to right: Pamela Stowers, Ric O’Dell, Barb O’Dell, Stephanie Fulcher.

Back row, left to right: Alex Strathern, Jacob Gagnon, Justin d’Entremont,
Noah d’Entremont, Rebecca Wieler.
Front row: Mathieu Gagnon, Mia Wieler, Sydney Fulcher, Morgan Fulcher.
Missing from photo: Heidi Schwartz and Rachel O’Shaughnessy-Leek

The Crew

Cathy Wallace
Lighting Lead

Martin Weeden

Sound Lead

Charlene Gardner

Light & Sound Asst.

Ivo Mokros
Andy Roberts
Charlene Gardner
Jason Matheson

Asst. Stage Manager Judy Puritt

Props Lead

Marilyn Lilienthal

ASMs

Carol Mair
Robert Thompson
Phil Gagnon

Props Asst.

Dee Staigh

Continuity/Prompt

Carol Mair

Box Office Asst.

Set Design

Martin Weeden
Kayla Ventura

Front of House Lead Tara Kroeger

Set Construction

Martin Weeden

Front of House

Ian Glen
Cathy Maynes-Dowsett
Harold Swaffield
Ron Gardner
Michael Fulcher
Anna Jorgenson
Valerie Jorgenson
Carol Bode
Nancy Bruce
Sylvia Hotz

Publicity

Jenn McMillan
Judy Puritt
Helen Weeden
Nicole d’Entremont
Carolyn Walsh
Martin Weeden
Bob Dupuis

Director

Kellie Shrimpton

Assistant Director

Jennifer Boucher

Producer

Helen Weeden

Stage Manager

Mandy Sauve

Box Office Manager Mandy Sauve

Set Construction Asst. Dave Fitzsimons
Phil d’Entremont
David Fowler
Phil Gagnon
Andy Roberts
Costumes Lead

Pat Weir

Costumes Asst.

Lois Thompson
Cheryl Dalbec
Doreen Clay
Helen Weeden
Helen McHardy
Diane Brown
Tracey Trottier
Marlayne Glen

Make-Up & Hair Lead Carrie Ann Munro
Make-Up & Hair

Sarah Finan
Morgan 			
O’Shaughnessy-Leek
Dale Badham

Set Painting Lead

Kayla Ventura

Set Painting Asst.

Marilyn Lilienthal
Ian Glen
Carolyn Walsh

Tara Kroeger
Joy Monuk

A special “Thank You” also goes out to
Kanata Theatre, West Carleton EMC,
Ron Evans, Carp Farmer’s Market and the
Carp Fair Board for their continued support
as well as to the “Men of Note” from the
Goulbourn Men’s Choir for their contribution
on Preview night.

Platinum Sponsors

Revolutionizing Communications
Through Marketing Intelligence

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors
Waterwood Communications

Gary & Carolyn Walsh

Bronze Sponsor
All About You Spa

Penny’s Fudge Factory

Bob Dupuis and Linda Cassidy

www.ruralroot.org
www.facebook.com/ruralroot

