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Mark W. Transom, one of world’s greatest playwrights, is at the end of his rope. In order 
to fulfill his contract to artistic director and old friend Jo Harber, he has to create a play  
in one night or lose everything. Half asleep and half drunk, Transom starts putting theatrical  
personalities he knows into a simple comedy about putting on a play. As the characters 
come to life before his eyes the play seems to be progressing well until, unbidden and 
without warning, Transom’s son Lloyd appears as a character and the play takes on a life 
of its own. As the playwright struggles to maintain the upper hand, the out of control 
writing process brings him closer and closer to the heart of his estrangement with his 
son. Hilarious and heartfelt, That Darn Plot is a comedy about playwriting, rehearsals, 
rewriting and rehabilitating reality as well as a sympathetic look at a creative writer  
who is unable to connect with the people around him, including his only child.

Setting
The real and fictional world of Mark W. Transom, most notably his work area and  
the rehearsal hall of the Harvest Theatre in Edmonton Alberta, the present day. 
Time period is contemporary present day.

Producer’s Notes
As a first time producer, I am so happy that I decided to be a 
part of this fabulous show! It has been an absolute pleasure to be 
involved during the entire process; from auditions to this very week,  
I have loved seeing That Darn Plot come together. The cast and 
crew have been absolutely wonderful to work with and stepping  
up to take on this position has definitely been one of the best 
choices I have made!

Barb O’Dell

“That Darn Plot” is presented by special  
arrangement with SAMUEL FRENCH, INC.

That Darn Plot



Director’s Notes
“Theatre is where the impossible is made possible”. That Darn 
Plot, as any play, has many challenges and obstacles to overcome; 
a challenging play full of emotion, passion and self exploring, that 
relies on a quick pace and good comic timing. From the first time I 
read this play I could see how important the casting process would 
be. Every one of the actors we cast have filled my vision of the 
characters completely.

I have been honored to work with such an amazing cast who devoted themselves in 
developing their characters and allowing me to help guide this production. We had first 
time actors filling a bucket list item to veteran actors who have acted in dozens of plays 
for many theatre companies around the Ottawa area.

We also had to deal with the construction and the possibility of using another venue for 
our show. For this reason we kept the set simple and portable in case we had to move.

I cannot express enough thanks to everyone working on this show. We put together 
an amazing crew, who worked well together and went far above and beyond what was 
expected or required of them.

Sit back and enjoy the flight into imagination, theatre is where you can see sheep fly!

Ronald R.D. Gardner

Stage Manager’s Notes
STANDBY… Let’s pause time, before we enter Transom’s mind.  
Let’s hop behind the face of your watch. What you see is more 
than 7:15, isn’t it. We stage managers and crew are what you don’t 
see; we are the gears. As the watch comes together the gears start 
fitting in and working together to give you a simple angle, that will 
indicate the time. I want to congratulate all the gears. I also want 
you to enjoy the time you spend here as well as the complexity of the good time we will 
show you. Ready? Enter Transom.

Sasha P. Gardner



Cast Biographies
IVO MOKROS

Ivo has been involved with 
Rural Root for 10 years, and 
is currently serving as the 
company’s president. He has 
appeared in several plays 
including The Last Resort, 
The Curious Savage, All for 

Your Delight, Let’s Murder Marsha, The Morgue 
the Merrier and most recently as the fun-loving 
father in Things My Mother Taught Me. Ivo has 
been producer, stage manager, director and 
lighting and sound designer for many plays. 
He is looking forward to working with the very 
talented cast in That Darn Plot where he portrays 
the playwright, Mark W. Transom. 

TRACY FACCHIN

Tracy, who plays the role 
of Jo Harber, is extremely 
proud and excited to be 
making her acting debut on 
the Rural Root Theatre stage. 
In her career as an Early 
Childhood Educator, Tracy 

has performed for children and parents alike in 
a variety of settings, including storytelling and 
puppeteering with the Ottawa Public Library. 
Tracy has eagerly learned about stagecraft from 
the (very patient!) director, his crew and from 
fellow cast-mates. 

LEE POWELL

Lee Powell (Geoffrey): Lee is 
pleased to be back on stage 
after his directing debut with 
Ladies of Harmony at Rural 
Root. He last appeared with 
Rural Root as Feltzig in the 
production of The Drowsy 

Chaperone. He has also performed with Kanata 
Theatre playing the role of E.K. Hornbeck in 
Inherit the Wind. Lee has also performed with  
ITR Theatre and Two Rivers Musical Productions.

LISA MARANTA 

Lisa Maranta (Ivy Schreiver) 
had her first acting role 
when she was in grade 
six, and hasn’t been able 
to stop acting since! This 
is her fourth Rural Root 
production, her first being an 

intern in Morgue the Merrier, Kitty in The Drowsy 
Chaperone, and most recently Olivia in Things 
My Mother Taught me. 

JUSTIN VEALE

Justin Veale (Russell Croft) first 
appeared on the Rural Root 
Theatre Company stage as 
Joe and the narrator in the 
memorable play Fairground 
Follies. He has also appeared 
in several other productions 

with the West Carleton School of Performing Arts 
and All Saints Catholic High School. When not 
on stage, Justin enjoys listening to music, playing 
baseball and the piano. 

PETER VEALE

Peter Veale (Lloyd) first 
appeared on stage in 
various roles with the RRTC 
production of Fairground 
Follies and then as Joe in the 
Kanata Theatre production  
of Murder in Noirville.  

He would like to thank Ron Gardner and the RRTC 
for the opportunity to work with such a talented 
and entertaining cast and crew and he sends 
his love and thanks to his wife Terri-Lynn for her 
continuing support.



The Cast
Mark W. Transom Ivo Mokros

Jo Harber Tracy Facchin

Geoffrey Regeant Lee Powell

Ivy Schreiver Lisa Maranta

Russell Croft Justin Veale

Lloyd Transom Peter Veale

The Crew
Producer Barb O’Dell

Assistant Producer Helen Weeden

Director Ron Gardner

Stage Manager Sasha Gardner

Asst. Stage Manager Carol Mair
 Carolyn Walsh 
 Mandy Sauve 
 Sandy Rees

Continuity Mandy Sauve

Costumes Lead Judy Puritt

Costumes Lois Thompson

Make-Up & Hair Carrie Ann Munro
 Sara Finin

Set Design Ron Gardner 

Set Painting Simone Goyette

Set Construction Gary Walsh 
 Martin Weeden

Light & Sound Lead Andy Roberts

Light & Sound Martin Weeden 
 Serena Swaine-Smith 

Props Lead Charlene Gardner

Props Marilyn Rosenthal

Box Office Manager Mandy Sauve

Box Office Tara Kroeger
 Pat Weir

Front of House Lead Kellie Gagnon

Front of House Anna Jorgenson 
 Colt Webber 
 Kyra Kinsman 
 Morgan O’Dell
 Pam Stowers 
 Ric O’Dell 
 Valerie Jorgenson

Publicity Jenn McMillan 
 Judy Puritt 
 Helen Weeden

Sponsorship Nicole d’Entremont
 Kathy Tasse

A special “Thank You” also goes out to 
Kanata Theatre, West Carleton EMC,  
Ron Evans, Carp Farmer’s Market and the 
Carp Fair Board for their continued support.
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Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Waterwood Communications                 Gagnon Plumbing

Gary & Carolyn Walsh
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All About You Spa                    Penny’s Fudge Factory

Bob Dupuis and Linda Cassidy
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